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  Coming September 14th... 

 
.Ŝ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊƪ  

                   {ƪŜǇǝŎŀƳǇ 

           The Tampa Bay Coalition of    

           Reason presents an afternoon of  

                            honing critical thinking skills on    

                            Sunday September 14th, 2014, 

from 12:30 ï 4:30 pm at 5103 S West Shore Blvd 

Tampa FL.   
This is a free event, open to everyone. In this age of 

spin and deceit, we need to reduce our vulnerability 

to the ploys of manipulative advertisers, crafty 

politicians, religious true believers, the 

unscrupulous and the fraudster.  

Contact EventBrite to reserve limited  

seating.                   
 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready for the Annual 

Florida Humanist Conference 
October 10th to the 12th in Orlando 

 

Headliner: Dr. Lawrence Krauss 

Theoretical physicist and cosmologist 

Foundation Professor of the School of Earth and 

Space Exploration at Arizona State University 

Director of the Origins Project 

Best-selling author of  The Physics of StarTrek  

and A Universe from Nothing and more.  Star 

of The Unbelievers, a documentary film with 
Richard Dawkins  

+ Dr. Ryan Cragun, Rebecca Hale, Seth 

Andrews,  Stephanie Guttormson, Mandisa 

Thomas, Keith Lowell Jensen, Daniel Koster 

and many more.   

 For more information, and to get tickets, go 

to: http://free-flo.org/  

     Chickungunya Virus Alert ! 

                                       Watch out for 

mosquitos.  

There is no 

current cure 

for the painful 

disease virus 

they carry.  Be 

sure to use an 

Insect repellant 

that contains 

DEET when- 

ever you  go 

outside in an  

area that might 

be  infested.                                                          

Invocations 
With the recent US Supreme Court decision 

allowing the town of Greece New York to continue 

to use their invocation period to allow religious 

representatives an opportunity to peddle their wares 

under apparent government auspices, a new era has 

opened up.  One of the stipulations the court 

imposed was that no group could be denied an 

opportunity to lead such a function, unless that 

function was discontinued. 

 Consequently, secular groups from many areas 

now have an opportunity to appear before city, state 

and county bodies to show that non-religious groups 

have as much or more to offer to the occasion than 

the traditional religious groups. 

 Currently in the Tampa Bay area, we will have 

such readings delivered by: 

 

       Joe Reinhardt of AoF for  

        the Largo City Commission. 

                        On August 5th 

 

                 

                 Dave Kovar of the Humanist Society         

                     for the Clearwater city Council  

                              on August 20th 

 

 

Plant City is looking for a Secular invocator, but it 

must be someone from within that city. 

 

Other cities are still considering their options.  The 

AHA now has a registry open for anyone wishing to 

participate as an invocator.  Go to: 

http://humanist-society.org/invocations/listing/  

http://www.humanistcharities.org/index.php
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/page/groups
mailto:jamestp@metrodirect.net
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/hc/oklahoma?erid=4591335&trid=8ad3ad50-d6e4-417f-8a68-f3d8c4edf1d1
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/tampa-bay-skepticamp-registration-12248117449?aff=mcivte
http://sese.asu.edu/
http://sese.asu.edu/
http://science.asu.edu/origins-project
http://www.amazon.com/Physics-Star-Trek-Lawrence-Krauss/dp/0465002048/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1393277385&sr=1-1&keywords=the+physics+of+star+trek
http://www.amazon.com/Universe-Nothing-There-Something-Rather/dp/1451624468/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1393277300&sr=1-9&keywords=richard+dawkins
http://www.unbelieversmovie.com/
http://free-flo.org/
http://humanist-society.org/invocations/listing/
http://free-flo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/FreeFloBanner2.png
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Organizers of these events will be most grateful to all who have the courtesy to RSVP for those events that require it. 
  

  

  
  

08-02, 1st Saturday, 2:00 PM  

 

CLEARWATERï  Countryside Library on 580 

The Humanist Society of the Suncoast 

To get the details: Regular meeting  -  See page  3 

http://www.meetup.com/SuncoastHumanist/  

08-15, & 20th 

Invocations 

TAMPA-  See page 6 for details 

Atheists of Florida 

Details:  

http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Florida-Tampabay/ 

08-10, Sunday, 7 PM BRANDONï 

Brandon Atheists 

Atheists in the Pub. RSVP.   
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Brandon/ 

08-18, Monday, 7 PM 

 

NW HILLSBOROUGH / CARROLLWOODï 

Tampa Bay Thinkers                                        

Lively philosophical discussion. For topic, see page 10. 

 RSVP at Web site: http://www.meetup.com/ 

tampa-bay-thinkers/RSVP 

08-16,  3rd  Saturday, 11:00 AM TAMPAï North Tampa Library 

Tampa Humanist Association 

Topic: On Hiatus this month only 

http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association/ 

08-17 Sunday, 5 P.M CLEARWATER- 

Humanist Society of the Suncoast  See page 4 

Sunday Social Dinner for all members, friends and  

others interested in conversing with Humanists 

08-17, Sunday, 2 PM BRANDON-  at Crispers 11019 Causeway Blvd.  

Brandon, FL    CFI Skeptics & Humanists 

Lunch & discussion. Click to RSVP  

http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay / 

08-23  4th Saturday, 10:30 AM NW HILLSBOROUGH / WESTCHASEï 

CFI Readers Book Discussion  (Limit 12) 

Book lovers meet monthly to discuss books we've read. 

RSVP  Details: http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/ 

08-25,  Usually, Every last 

Monday, 6 PM 

N. PINELLAS AREA- 
CFI Skeptics/Humanists Supper 

RSVP is required if you are coming. Seating is  
limited to 20! Click here before midnight, January 25th. 

http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/ 

08- TBA (On hiatus for August) 

 

CLEARWATERï 

UU Humanists,  

Regular Sunday meeting. 

See page 7 for more information 

08-22 ST. PETERSBURG - 

Astronomy Club 

For dates, location, &  and details: 

http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php  

08 TBA BRADENTON -   

Humanist Families of Tampa 

Family outings and other activities.   See page 13 
/www.facebook.com/groups/HumanistFamiliesTampa  

October: Annual Humanists at Disney in Orlando.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/188610644635424/ 

08-27  see Web site SARASOTA  ï 
Humanists of Sarasota Bay 

 

Many events: Details: Web site 
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html 
 

08-8 Friday Evening TAMPA - M.A.R.S. Astronomy Club See Website : http://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-

club-at-MOSI/     for all details. 

08- TBA TAMPA- Humanities Institute at USF 

                       

See website for full listing of many events and calendar.  

"...being a Humanist means trying to behave decently without expectation of rewards or punishment after 

you are dead."     Kurt Vonnegut 
                                    Writer and past president of the American Humanist Association  

Watch for Skepticamp in September, and other 

major COR events throughout the year !  

http://www.meetup.com/Art-Film-Freaks-Discussion-Group-of-Tampa-Sarasota/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://www.meetup.com/SuncoastHumanist/
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Florida-Tampabay/
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Brandon/message/?recipientId=1211088
http://www.meetup.com/Atheists-of-Brandon/message/?recipientId=1211088
http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/
http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/
http://www.meetup.com/tampa-bay-thinkers/
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay%20/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/events/101158812/
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay
http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HumanistFamiliesTampa
https://www.facebook.com/events/188610644635424/
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html
http://sarasota.humanists.net/calendar.html
http://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/
http://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/
http://humanities-institute.usf.edu/events/


Now is the Time to 

~ Join ~ 
The Humanist Society of the Suncoast. 

 

Annual Dues  
 

      _Trial ï3 monthï free news  

     _Regular -$25.                 

       _Reg. Couple -$30.  

       _Supporter -$35/45  (W/ pin)           

       _Life -$200. 

       _Life Couple -$250. 

      _Associate -$10.    
 

 

 

If new, please fill out the form;  

if renewing just indicate your name and any changes 

from our previous information.  Thanks! 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Address ïif new :_______________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip _________________________________ 

 

Phone:*______________________________________ 

 

E-mail:_______________________________________ 
(Privacy respected) 

 

Send tax deductible dues to:  

Marios Psomas, Treasurer  
 Humanist Society of the Suncoast  

1013 Connecticut Rd 

          Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 

                           Ý                        *= optional 

August,  2014 Volume 22 No. 8 

An Epicurean society  dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is  worth living well. 
Associate organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, and CSH.   Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com 
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                                                 August 2nd 2014 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join  us for 
this insightful 
discussion. 

 

Saturday, 
August 2nd, 
2014     

at  2 PM 

at  
 

The Clearwater 
Countryside Library 
2741 State Rd. 580 

Clearwater, FL 33761 

 

Many members go to 

dinner afterwards. 

Food: the first kindness.  Humanists aspire to true 

friendship with our fellow human beings.   
An important measure of this concern is care for the physical  

well being of others.  As reactionaries in congress vote to cut 

the budget for food stamps and other key supports, there is 

increasing hunger here in our community.  Donôt forget to 

bring canned and boxed food (before the expiration 

dates) or checks for TBH.  Thanks to Glenn Paul, chair 

Ne
w 
!

 

News 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

   Tampa Bay Harvest 

Dr. Paragh Parikh 
 

One of our areaôs most brilliant intellectuals  

has chosen to make his swan song with us. 

Dr. Parikh is an ENT surgeon and  

diagnostician who has a large following in the  

Humanist Community as one of its more  

incisive exponents.  With a broad range of  

knowledge and experience, his talks are  

invariably illuminating in every respect. 

His style is fluid and entertaining; always a  

source of gentle wisdom. 

 

While we regret loosing him to southern  

California, we are glad to have this  

opportunity to hear him August 2nd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                  Need Psychological Counseling?   

For a secular therapist, click:  

Cognitive Neurosciences Inc. or, The 

Therapist Project,  or, Linda Gurvitz, or  

Patricia Walters.  
 

 

For Addiction Problems,  

see:   

Life Ring Secular Recovery 

 

 
 

ñI've been thinking a quite bit about what we could discuss and when trying 

to crystallize my thoughts I find them always returning to the foibles of the 

human psyche and how we are too often mired in the muck of inter-

personal conflict instead of directing our efforts at moving forward as a 

species. I thought if we discuss , or rather muse about the future of 

humanity from a humanistic and scientific perspective it would be quite fun.  

 

Developments in medicine, science and technology will change how we 

will be forced to deal with one another in the coming centuries and our 

definitions of what it means to be human may be cast into obsolescence 

sooner rather than later with the advent of artificial intelligence and human/

machine integration. This is where my thoughts stand nowéò  

http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
,%20https:/www.therapistproject.org/index.php
,%20https:/www.therapistproject.org/index.php


The Movable Feast :   
ÔÈÅ (ÕÍÁÎÉÓÔ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ $ÉÎÎÅÒ 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        on Sunday August 17th at 5:00 PM.  
This restaurant is located at 1285 South Missouri Avenue 
in Clearwater about a mile plus south of G-T-B on the 
east side of Missouri.  
They have a wide variety of offerings in the $9 -13 range  
with a full alcohol bar.  
  

Please make your reservations with Glenn Paul at 727-
595-3347 or reply email: kpaul29@tampabay.rr.com by 
Saturday August 16th 2014.   
 

 Ed. Note.  Glenn is looking for someone to help with the task 

of selecting restaurants, and handling the RSVPôs. If you can 

help, it will keep this popular program going.  Call Glenn.    

Humanists work to build a world 

in which happiness is the 

enduring criterion of social policy. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
           IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ ²ŀȅΚ 
 
 

1. To extend a human centered approach 

to the critical problems of life and society.  
 

 

 

2. To encourage attitudes of kindness,  

compassion, tolerance and a loving 

generosity in human relationships,  

and in our treatment of all life.  These 

attitudes help us to see ourselves in the 

lives of others and encourage appreciation 

for the remarkable diversity of human 

culture and experience. 

 
 

3. To develop and popularize the skills of 

creative and critical thinking that 

empower people to challenge prejudice, 

superstition and irrationality in every area 

of life.  Such empowerment enables the 

individual to reach the highest levels of 

achievement. 

 
 

4. To exalt  those artistic and imaginative 

expressions of life which have been the 

source of the greatest pleasure and 

enlightenment, and which reflect 

compelling human truths.  Through 

music, literature, art, dance, and other 

expressions, we embrace the essence of 

what it means to be human. 

 
 

5. To explore the grounds of ethics and 

morality within the unfolding history of 

our evolving culture.    Such knowledge 

will enable us to become effective 

protagonists for the happiness of the 

individual person.  JP 

Humanist 

society  
of  the 

Suncoas t  

A chapter of the American Humanist Assoc.  

 The Association of Secular Humanist Societies 
 

Board of Directors. 

Meets  Sept., December, April 
 

 

[ƻƛǎ CǊƛŜǎΣ  {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
!ƴƛǘŀ DŀǊŎƛŀ 
5ŀǾŜ YƻǾŀǊΣ  ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
.ŜǘƘ aŀȄƛŜ 
WƛƳ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΣ  tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
CǊŀƴƪ tǊŀƘƭ  
aŀǊƛƻǎ tǎƻƳŀǎΣ  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
WƻǊŘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 9ŎƪǎǝŜƴΣ 

{ǘŜǾŜ .ǊƻǿƴΣ Wƻƴ DǊŜŜƴΣ aŀǊƪ YƭƛƎƳŀƴΣ 
WŜǊǊȅ aƻƻǊŜΣ aŀǊƪ ²ƛƴǘŜǊōƻǧƻƳΣ  
{ƛŘƴŜȅ DƻŜǘȊ 5ŜŎΦ .ƻō /ƻƭƭŜǧŜΣ DƭŜƴƴ 
tŀǳƭΣ 5ƻƴ !ŎŜƴōǊŀŎƘ 5ŜŎΦΣ WŀŎƪƛŜ 
WƻǊŘŀƴΣ .ǊŜƴǘ ¸ŀŎƛǿΣ aƛƪŜ IǳōōŀǊŘΣ 
aŀǧ /ƻƻǇŜǊΣ WƛƳ .ǳǘƭŜǊ 

~*~*-~*~*~ 
WƻǊŘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ Ƴŀƛƭ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ 
 

WƛƳ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
E-Mail us at:  

jim@suncoasthumanist.com  

Laugh Lines                    Student Views       8-14 
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The Kochhar Humanist 
Education Center hopes to 
impact the level of community 
activism among chapters and 
affiliates of the American 
Humanist Association by 
providing case studies and 
citizen action guides; they 
bring to light issues on min-
ority religions and ethnicities 
that humanist chapter 
members may not have 
considered before. It will also 
expand existing efforts like 
Essays in the Philosophy of 
Humanism and utilize other 
resources in working to elim-
inate the pernicious effects of 
ignorance and discrimination.  

 
 

Q. What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty 

A. He says goodbye to his boyhood and looks forward to his 

adultery  

  

Q. Name a major disease associated with cigarettes 

A. Premature death 

  

Q. What is artificial insemination 

A. When the farmer does it to the bull instead of the cow  

  

Q. What is a terminal illness 

A. When you are sick at the airport. 

  

Q. What is the fibula? 

A. A small lie 

  

Q. What does 'varicose' mean? 

A. Nearby 

  

Q. What is the most common form of birth control  

A. Most people prevent contraception by wearing a 

condominium 

  

Q. What is a seizure? 

A. Roman Emperor.(Julius Seizure, I came, I saw, I had a fit) 

  

 Q. How can you delay milk turning sour 

A. Keep it in the cow 

 

Q. What does the word 'benign' mean? 

A. Benign is what you will be after you be eight 
 
 
 

 
 

 8/14                          Thanks to: Connie Purdum 

mailto:kpaul29@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://khec.americanhumanist.org/
http://khec.americanhumanist.org/
http://americanhumanist.org/


  Tampa Humanist Association  
   On Hiatus for August  
    Meets every third Saturday at, 11:00 AM  in  
 

The North Tampa Public Library 
8916 North Blvd. Tampa, FL 33604        Map                   

        Back in September .                                                                                                                                                    

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanist Quotes 

  "Religion is regarded by the 
common people as true, by 
the wise as false, and by the 
rulers as useful. " 

  
      Seneca the Younger 4 BCE, - 65 CE 

 
Thanks to Marios Psomas 
                           

 Humanists can make a difference for a Child  
  The need is great.  All it takes is about an hour out of a day and the commitment to show 

up once a week.  The feeling of having helped is most gratifying.  How can we as 

Humanists not act to impact a child in the inner city in a positive manner?  
  
 YOU can give a child a much-needed hour of personal attention that will encourage 

reading and just might help them to move forward while improving their self-esteem. 

 

 In Hillsborough County, contact: Debra L. Blossom,  

Program Manager Training and Volunteer Management 

debra.blossom@sdhc.k12.fl.us  813.872-5254                                              Gale Barron 

 

Dangerous Wishcraft, By Linda Faulkner is  a must read for anyone who has ever 

questioned the truth of religious beliefs, explores the dangers of relying on prayer 

~wishcraft~ rather than using rational thinking skills, and the often tragic mental, 

emotional, and physical consequences that can result. Religion, which may have originated 

as a way to explain the world, has now become an anchor in the fight against scientific 

knowledge. Modern evangelical religions are attempting to drag the world back into the 

Dark Ages. This book shines a light, through stories of clients scarred by religion 

combined with scientific research, on the damage religious fanaticism can inflict on both 

individual and global levels, and also presents potential strategies for protection from the 

dangerous practice of wishcraft. 

Order this important new book now from  Amazon 
 
By local Humanistic Counselor,  

Linda Faulkner 
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Humanists Support Science 

Rep. Rush Holt has reintroduced the Darwin 

Day resolution, which recognizes February 

12th as Darwin Day, commends scientists for 

improving humanityôs quality of life through 

scientific discovery, and opposes the teaching 

of creationism. 

Please help us honor Charles Darwin and 

support science by using the AHAôs  action 

alert system to: 

Å  Send an email to your Representative and 

ask him or her to support the Darwin Day 

resolution. We've even written the message 

for you to make it easy and quick to send. 

Å  Get your Representativeôs phone number 

and call to say ñI urge you to cosponsor H. 

Res. 467, also known as the Darwin Day 

resolution. Creationism is being taught in 

schools nationwide, and we need Congress to 

stand up for real science." 

Florida County Judge pushes Religion in Court!  In Tallahassee. 

Judith Hawkins, who served as a county judge in Tallahassee, Florida, evidently used her 

government position to advance her religious ministry and lost office after being found 

guilty. Hawkins founded the company Gaza Road Ministries and ran it from inside the 

Leon County Courthouse apart from selling her ministryôs books to legal practitioners who 

appeared before her. 

According to James Ruth, Judicial Qualifications Commission Hearing Panel Chair, 

Hawkins was found guilty of obliterating subpoenaed financial records, misleading 

investigators during depositions and not handing over material without official orders. She 

was also found guilty of publishing photos of herself wearing the judicial robe on her 

ministryôs website, not complying with tax laws, using less than her full time for judicial 

duties and reading tabloids during court proceedings. 

 

These allegations against Hawkins first surfaced in December 2012 and the case has been 

continuing ever since. However, on July 1st, the Florida Supreme Court ruled that Hawkins 

could no longer serve as a judge. While the Judicial Qualifications Commission said that 

she should be fined $17,000 and suspended for 90 days, the Supreme Court can decide on a 

much harsher punishment unless Hawkins provides them with a good reason to reconsider 

before August 14.  Thanks to Atheist Republic 7-14 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+Hillsborough,+Florida+33604,+United+States&sll=27.970584,-82.467655&sspn=0.004056,0.004517&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+HillC:/Users/Metrocentral/Documents/2012%20taxes
mailto:debra.blossom@sdhc.k12.fl.us
http://www.amazon.com/Dangerous-Wishcraft-Religion-Mental-Health/dp/0989403254/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1386621969&sr=1-1&keywords=Dangerous+wishcraft
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/602603
http://action.americanhumanist.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=14951
http://action.americanhumanist.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=14951
http://action.americanhumanist.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=14951
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hres467
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hres467
http://www.atheistrepublic.com/
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 Florida Atheists  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Atheism sprinting into the future !  

    Chair, Tracy Thomas,      President, Judy Adkins 
 

Join our Tampa chapter on  Sunday, August 5th Joe 

Rienhardt delivers a secular invocation at City Hall, 

Largo.  See AoF Meetup for more information.  
 

AoF outreach programs can be found at our Meetup site.   
Current  newsletters are available; write Athaifle@aol.com.  

AoFôs outreach also includes a full scale studio for the 

production of TV, web, and podcast programs.  Your ideas are 

always welcome to help guide us in these creations.  
 

JOIN US - AoF meeting information can be found at our 

Meetup site and more information about the organization can 

be found on our website and on our Facebook page.    

 

  AoF is a comfortable and safe place in which to find 

rewarding new friendships, to discover hidden potentials, and 

make a positive contribution to your own humanity as well as 

that of others.  We are pleased to offer legal assistance with 

church state separation issues as an important focus. 

Look for exciting new programs and  internet webcasts 

( audio & video).  Let us know if you wish to participate. We 

are a resource for those with questions and doubts about the 

standard religious narrative of life.  

For most people, atheism represents the most focused and 

powerful criticism of the philosophical worldview with which 

most of us were raised.  It is liberating for the same reason it 

attracts the enmity of   those who are committed to the closed 

and changeless narrative of unexamined traditional beliefs. 

Because it is such a foundational and wrenching break with 

the past and because it leads the way in recognizing a broad 

range of possibilities for both scientific and social progress, 

atheism is an essential pillar for all other humanist and 

freethought philosophies.  We join our coalition organizations 

to provide an essential part of the unique spectra of thought 

and activity that is vital to human progress. From a personal 

standpoint, we bring a human centered ethic to bear in serving 

our fellow human beings as they struggle to overcome the 

delusional psychology of years of religious conditioning. JP  

 

 

 

                     http://bankofwisdom.com  

                                 Nigerian  

                                   Atheist  

                                     Committed 

 

                                           According to the Lagos                             
                                                                           Independent: 
A Nigerian man has been committed to a mental institute in Kano 

state despite being given a clean bill of health because he declared 

he did not believe in God, a humanist charity has said. 

Mubarak Bala is being held against his will and forcibly medicated 

at the Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital, where he has been kept since 

13 June, the International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU) 

reports. 

The chemical engineering graduate is allegedly being held on the 

grounds of a ñpersonality changeò because he declared himself an 

atheist despite being raised in a Muslim family in Kano, which is a 

mainly Muslim state. 

The organization says that when Mr Bala told his family he did not 

believe in God, they took him to a doctor and asked if he was 

mentally ill. 

When this doctor found him to be fit and well, the family are then 

believed to have taken him to a second doctor who claimed he was 

suffering with a personality disorder. 
 

                                        Thanks to: 

 
 

 Your Published lettersé 
Plenty of violence in the classics   
The letter writer approves of censoring the novel Paper 
Towns to keep it from schoolchildren. She deplores the 
pornography it contains and wishes that young people could 
go back to reading 'the classics' that her generation read. Just 
what 'classics' does she have in mind? And do they present a 
world of which she would approve? 
Some of the most revered novels - novels that have been 
treasured through many generations - are awash with violent 
passions: greed, hate and, yes, sex. They were never 
intended to preserve young readers' innocence. Instead, they 
mirrored all kinds of human problems. Think, for instance, 
of Treasure Island, Pride and Prejudice, The Scarlet 
Letter, Moby Dick, Jane Eyre. 
When it comes to sex, one can find plenty of that in the Bible. 
Read the stories in the Old Testament. Would they be classic 

enough?    Abigail Ann Martin, Brandon   TB Times 7-8-2014 . 
 
Punitive treatment  

Is anyone going to call for an investigation of the Pinellas 
school system? If ever there was an example of punitive 
treatment, the demotion of principal Kathleen Brickley and her 
obviously dedicated staff would seem to be it. To add to the 
injustice of the situation, a reporter's inquiry is belittled and 
ignored. The public owns the school system, pays for it and 
deserves the answers it needs for open administration and 
policy decisions. 

Lula J. Dovi, Tampa                 TB Times 7-21-2014 

Richard 

Dawkins 

Foundation 
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Last week, Attorney General Eric Holder spoke out against 

lifetime felon disfranchisement, a voting rights crisis of which 

Florida is the worst offender. This March, the a U.N. panel is 

going to review the U.S.'s compliance with the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), a treaty that 

requires nations hold up to certain human rights standards. 

One of the areas which the UN panel will be scrutinizing is 

voting rights for people with past felony convictions, an area 

where Florida has disfranchised over 1.5 million citizens. 

     Florida's lifetime disfranchisement of people with past 

felony convictions has long been a black eye on our record for 

democracy and it was made worse when Gov. Scott and the 

Board of Executive Clemency created new rights restoration 

restrictions. Now that record is under the microscope for 

international scrutiny, and the Attorney General has called for 

reforms. 

Add your name below to tell Gov. Scott and the Clemency 
Board to restore voting rights in Florida and avoid 
international embarrassment for our state.                       
For more: http://aclufl.org/ 

Get more involved.  Run for a seat on your local ACLU board! 

 

 

 

 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       Clearwater UU Humanists 
 We are a group of Unitarian Universalists committed to a 
humanistic and non-theistic worldview. Currently, meetings are 

scheduled once a month and are usually held on the third Sunday 

of most months from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, after UU services.  

 The UU Humanists are open to all aspects of humanism,  

including investigation of religious humanism.  

However, the focus of the group is on secular  

aspects of humanism.  

 

 Programs have been well received with  

attendance between 50 and 75. To learn  

more, please contact: co-facilitators:  Bill  

Norswrthy bnorsworthy@verizon.net 

Mark Brandt mwbrandt@mail.usf.edu 

Web site: www.uuclearwater.org 

 

 UU Humanists will be meeting next in  
September while going on Hiatus during  
August. 
There are still many fine programs going  
on that will enable you to mingle with  
others of a similar philosophical bent. 
 
Be sure to check us out during the rest of the year, as we 
have some extraordinary programs and truly wonderful 
speakers. 
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Florida NOW 
http://www.flnow.org/  

NOW is a multi-issue political organization. NOW's self-defined 

role has been to initiate change for the benefit of the greatest 

number of people, to affect the legal and institutional structures of 

the society in a way that systematically expands the choices and 

possibilities available to all women. In this way, NOW takes action 

to bring women, as a class, into the mainstream of society, rather 

than offering aid to individual women in achieving personal 

solutions or temporary relief from oppression.  
 

 The Florida National Organization for Women is a group 
dedicated to taking action to bring ALL women into full 
equality and participation through changing policy, law and 
culture.  This mission attracts women and men of diverse 
backgrounds and gives us the ability to look at the systemic 
oppression in our lives and determine actions that will bring 
about change for all women. 
 
Often, we are contacted by women and men who are facing 
"legal" situations, or in need of individual help.  Unfortunately, 
we do not have the resources to provide direct services, and 
for legal reasons we can not provide referrals for lawyers or 
other services.  If you need these services, please consider 
doing an internet search for local attorneys, referral services, 
legal aide, domestic violence shelters, or other terms that are 
appropriate for your individual situation. Good luck. 

     The Humanities Institute of USF  
 Challenge, Create, Connect: Our new motto focuses our commitment to 

bring the beauty, values, and lessons of the humanities to USF and our 

community. 

The USF Humanities Institute, established in 2003, provides a forum where 

ideas are debated, values are clarified, and students, faculty, and community 

come together to envision a better world through scholarship, debate, and 

public programs. 

We showcase the scholarship of USF faculty from across the disciplines, as 

well as hosting renowned scholars and sponsoring small conferences and 

symposia on topics developed with faculty and students. We are developing 

distinctive signature themes, and strengthening our focus on relevance and 

community engagement, demonstrating that the joy and challenge of the 

humanities belong to everyone. 

As part of our mission to encourage important research in the humanities, the 

Institute provides summer grants for humanities-focused research projects. 

Following the National Endowment for the Humanities, we foster a broad 

and inclusive definition of humanities, to include the contributions of 

scholars in language, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, 

archaeology, religion, ethics, arts, and humanistic social sciences. 

Mailing Address  

Humanities Institute  

4202 E. Fowler Ave.  

Tampa, FL 33620  

CPR 107 
                                         Click here for Our 2014 schedule     6/14 
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